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“It 1s too eontempitibla to need da.
nial, Jack!" cried Ollve hastily,

“Your loyalty does vou honotr, Misa
Parmenter,” sneered Merridew,  “And
that lovalty wil] be put to a severe test
when {t tutns out, as It may, that vou
Are as poor as—asg Lord Belborough
himeelr,”

“Vou ars getting on my nerves' des
claréd Jagk, "Go bhefore I loze my tem-
per.'” :

“Please g6, Mr. Merridew."

"Yes, 1 will go. If T eatised you of«
fanae, Mies Parmentar, at least belleva
I hod no motive but your welfars, When
¥You and others know what I know al-
rondy, you will undersland that, and
will perhaps heed my warning, For

NN

i

myselt 1 shall never cense to hope for

i,
‘iFIli
a different answer from that which you
£ave him Just now': and with that he

CHAPTER 1.
The Helress to Milliona,

It wonld have heen  diffieult Lo find|
B happier girl 'in the whole county af |
Oxfordshire, or, indeed, In the whola
of England, than Olive Parmenter, thoe
heiress of Gréegory Parmenter's mil-|
lMong, as she gat in the rosery of Sil-
verbeach on the morning of her birth-|
day, o lovely daoy in June.

Bhe was reading & letter from h&ri
lover, and, letting it fall on her lap,|
leaned back smiling in response to I:hei
thoughts-which the letter had produced.

Almost everything that o girl couh]l
wish for in life was hers, No one ques- |
tioned her claim to beauty. A littls
above the middle height, she had a|
supple figure of exqulsite mould, with,
the free carringe of perfect’ halance,|
every movement and gesture being in-|
epired by natural grace, Her faoe was|
as heautiful as her form. Her road |
Jorehead, white ag alabaster, was sur-|
mounted by o wealth of wavy r'!w.'-'tmlr;
hair; dark, almast black, eyvebrows and |
lashes shaded eves of the doepest blue— |
a striking contrast; and her features,
withough delicately chizclled, were alo-
rguent of character, self-reliance and
Etrength, i

Now and agaln a troubled expression
Tlitted peross her face dnd draw her |
brows together. This was  at the
fother's |

|

thoughi of her one care—her
health,

Her mother's death, some vears he-
fore, had deeply affectad Mr. Pm'menlur.l

wnd he haod brought his
only child to England, purch
fine estate &f  Sllverbes
borough, and seeking to reet his
row in the .complete change of
and life. |

But the long, strénuous life in a- hot
cHmatn spent In amessing  his huge
Iortune had lold on a none oo robust |
constitution, and the blow of his wife's |
death was one from which he had never,
entirely recovered. 13is 1ife WS now
tentred In Olve, whom lia loved pas-|
slonately, n love which she returned |
with her whols Leart: but he kpew ll‘lu"_!
his days were numbered and his ono |
great desire wae to see lLer' happlly |
marrled before the end ecaomae, And that
deaire was now close o realization, |

During the previous vear the dactars|
had sent him to Nauheim or |
of his  heart trouble, apd,
everyihing that savored of na
he Lad scrupulously retrained from liet-
Ing the fact nof hls enormous Wweallh
be known. At the same hote
ing a voung soldler, Licutenant John
Fenwick, Wio hatl been invalided home
from thée South African War, and was
recruiting his health hafore taking a
positlon at 1he Foreign Ofice, The two

yYoung people were thrown much tn-
gether, and wers In ‘love with each
other before the ‘handsome Young sol-
dier knew that Ollve was 1he only
ehild ‘of the milllonaire owner ot &i1-|
verbeech, and Olive learned that Jack
WaE Lhe son and of Lord: Bel-
borough, wlhnse and lands jay!
&0 clos ¥ ! I

It w itch in tha fullest
EEnREE, Parmenter had g 11y
glven h ntl But some giff{cul-
Lies had o from tha ot i
now, on h birthday, Jaclk had written
to say that coming aver with
ETERL and

Bhe gu and lher
heart wa tiushed
with del |

laeck t
ezt she

Hngling
and ehe p
[or the twe
on A path neay
e,

Bhe glanced
Jnstingtive
of about th
handsome,

when a footsten
Sdnoupan her reyve-

and rose with an
sl

Ke

and  bold,
rompelling brown e iied his hat
wnd bowed, saving witlh 4 eonfldent
tnlle:
1 wished to  be

with: my

greetings, Miss Parr . and when [

kaw yvou in ths Ventured to
wme atriight hers =ad ol ogaing
fret 1o the house h 5 Vot
LnEny happy retur ¢ day,"
ank you, Mr W it
v Elving him her Tl i
Srawing It instantly. father s in
the houss,' -
Y1 pame to o Bee vou wigh

You té de me pogr
HYeet Bhes did
hur Btood ak 1 e

it g€

: Reat,
ECUNg him to lerave

ner.

Moheve momething of gr import-
ANCE 1o EEY 1O o Please elt down
igain !

After a4 moment's 1 she did
a8k he psked, and h E&rden
chalr ¢l BOChRRG

out of hig pocket, i
h oyvou to allow me

MPIrEL T0w to
offerovouw i glight birthday trib of
my—my regard; 'l little arinker,)

wl brautiiul
vrooch of brill
44 ha

fomuch for your kind
¥ 1eould not arc

e Buld

eided gheke of the

He frowned and big cyves s
Eeri MWhy not?t

It b imposeible, Mr. Merpldew, reugi-

1 could riot think of o

take It hg

Xou muEt sald, flxing

Bis keen, audnclous eves on her, “or 11

Fl

| usual,

| passion of my life; the love of a man

! loolt into A woman's eves, Yu must be

with

1 was stay- ¢

shell think I have offended you—and I|Taleed his hat and left them.
would not do that for the whols world,” |  “I always did hate that fellow,” sox-
added In a low, earnest voleo, elalmed Jack with o breath of rellef.
She both disliked and dfstrusted him.) “And you really mean he had the cheek '
He had eome guite recently (o Bel-| te ask vau tn marry him? The brute!
horouel, ond haoving rendered o slight 4ut Olive Tooked very thoughtful and!
Her to her father when he had been | shuddered,
taken i1l during a Arive, and had been “Loam not afrald of much, Jack,

=

}
hut

asked to Sllverbeech, where he had| 1 do hellave I could he afrald of Gil- |
Llven [t to he understood that he was| bert Merridew. What do you suppose |

a wealthy American. He had since pos-|
tered Olive with atténtions, which vwera
profoundly unwelcome, but had Pe\'m" were true. People would then have no
he[;:re takrn s.uc‘l: Ir;.ollt‘;\‘ei:'!.\’ 55‘:‘113:- - excuse for chattering ahoot my marry-
1 can give yo or ANSWT, " inE yvou for wvour money,”
Merridew,” she sald, and rose, ! 'T‘Tur_-k!" protested  Olive,
“In Ameérlea, such offarings are auite| hand on his arm,
Miss rarmienter,” he persisted,|  opg ke n test of the sort, Do you|
rising also. | know what T'd do? 1'd cut the Forelgn |
“We are not 4n Amorics. But In any| Office and chuck the title and e\rery~|

case I could not think of it." | thing and just carry you off to some-]
He: laid the ecase down. “"Dan't go,|

he meant?'"
“Nothing! But I could almost wish it

laying her

JAs ane. Btep

Or the Parmenter M

(Copyright, 1907, by Anthur W. Marchmoent.)

By ARTHUR W. MARCHMONT,
Author of “By Right of Sword,” “When 1 Was Czar,” Ete,

shou]ﬁ be man and wife within the)
maonth,

CHAPTER TL
The “Flonarnhle” Mra, Taunion,
Gilbért Merridew was by no meana;
downeast over his refusal by Ollve, Ha|
had not anticipated nny other result:
and ‘he ‘had iade the proposal only
toward the objest ha had

in view.

That obifect was to secura Mr, Par-
manter's milllons, and the first and ab-
vious curse had bheen to attempt to gain
Ollve's hand In marriage. Ha Was not
a man to-ba daunted by difficulties ar
stayed by such a check: and he hod
other and infinitely mare powerful
weapons with which to centinue the
attack.

As soon as he had heard of Ollve's
love for Jack Fenwick, he knew' that
his sult wase certain to fall, and that
the lover must firat bo remavad fram
hlz path.

He had alroady mede ane attempt to
do this; and althousgh that had fafled |
for the time, he waz aulte confident |
of ultlmate success in that direction;
alan. |
Knowing that Lady Belborough dlE-|
Hked Ollve, he had manoeuvred so that |
& very pretty and attractlve American
woman, Known as the Hopn, Mrs. Taun-
ton, who was repited to bs an gnor- |
mously wealthy widow, but was, in|
reality, a confedarate of his own and
a decoy In s number of dizreputabla
schémes, shoulid  Inpratiate  lerself
with the castls penple, and affect to
be In love wlth Jack.

The schemes had succeeded to a point,

| to drive him to Markham Street, May-

10NS

only alternative,

tely,  Gilbert"
As goon as that had been dlspatehed,

he hafled o hansom and told the man

Come over Immed|-

fair,

It wes here that the “Hon.!' Mrs,
Taunten lved in a resldence all tha
appoinments of wlich were suggestive
of ‘great wealth, The furnlture was
lixurlous, the servants numerous, and
tha whole establishment in keeping
with the lady's reputalion as tha pos-
sesgor of millions of dollars.

Tha gresting between them was
more than cordial. As much ps Glibert
Merridew could care for any one, but
himealf, he loved her; and she returned
hiis love, They were tacltly engaged to
be murried; and some day they would
he man and wifs; but thay bath undar-
stood that that day could not dawn
until they had maode the fortune which
would glve them In veallty the wealth
which at' prosent thay only appeared
to possesa, “They both loved the good
things of tha world too much Lo sacrl-
fice them by marriage. X

That he should have attempled to win
Olive for his wife had been part of
thelr plans; for nalthough L was not
admitted in so many words, they had
both understood that, had ha been suc-
cessful, Ollve would nat have Hved
long as an obstacle betwaen them,

“I know all' about it, Gilbert" said
Mrs, Taunton, with a smile. “T had a
letter from Lady Belborough thls morn-
ing telling me she had been forced to
agree to the son's marriage with Olive
Parmanter. She Is tull of regrets. What
are vou going to do?"

“T made tha plunge yeslerday, acted

please, and please listen to me a min- (o
ute, Aliss Parmenter—Olive—I swish ta
have the right to give you such
things" he eald. He spoka in a deep,
vihrating tone, and flxed on her a look
af intense feeling,

She paused and bit her Up and then)
mel his gaze frankly.

“I won't affect to misunderatand you,
MMr. Merridew, but—"

e took her Hand and
her, speuking passlonately., “I cannot
keep silent any longer. I love vau,
Olive. I want vou for my wife, T can-
not lve without you,”

“Let me go et once, Mr, Merridew
she eried quickly, trying to withdraw
her hand from his grasp.

“Not until you have heard me,” hel
anegwered dogeedly., “You muet see for|
yourself how I love yvou, It is the one

interrupted

who has never hefore cared even to
my wife”

“WIL vou relense me, or must 1 eall|
for help?'"

“Ifor God's sake!” he eried. He ra-
leased her hand then, and the stren-
uous pressure of his fingers had left
its marks on her white flesh. |

She drew away and stood a moment
nursing the hand he had gripped sol
violently, I um sorry this has oe-|
curred, Mr. Merfdew; bLut vou muet)
nover again even hinL_aL such a thing.|
Although vou have not been here 11’!11{.’“:
yYou must Know that I am about an-
gaged Lo Mr. Fonwick."

“The hieir to o peerage!” he exclaimed
curl ‘of the lip and a shrug of

man 1 love, Mr. Merridew,” an-

= Ollve proudly. “\Will vou pleasa
pare me the pain of prolonging this|-
me 't

“He is lttle mora than a boy. WWhat
tan he know of love?" he burst out,
"L owould lay down by lifa for rou,

and, T will not see vou sacrificed, You
fught to know that only your money
will induee [ils famlly to countenance
such n marriage.’

Yo o
the house,
gl awiry,

But he selzed her
spolka with mounting vellemenca,
“What chance of happlness will you
have with his family? You know haw|
marriage s ragarded by such peaple., |
iie fancy will pass in a month; your
alth will have red=emed thelr pawn-
tatates, and then yvou will be g mera
al ferance with them, It |s
only your monay they seek, His maothey, |
Lady Belborough, has sald as much, |
You are huying a title., ‘Chat's all" |

Olive's face was set and o flush of

1 ¥ourself, I am going to
@ Olive curtly, and turn-

hand agaln and

anger mounted 1o hiep cheelts, “Do you|
mean o force me (o call the BErVANLS |
to 3

protect  me Toyour
ifu] ked, |
1 osay s true. Trample
on my love If you will, but vou shall |
not be tricked for want af o ward of |
warning (rmme, I am willing to mast|

Insults ana |

Replicing  the message In s envelope she put it in her  pocket,

TLady Helboro: and repeat te her
face what T h Just =ald te yon,!" |
Tor o moment the two stood staring |
fixedly into each nthe eyves, | and|
then lier name was  ealléd.  “Olive!|
Olive! el -
“1 an here .Iar:l:._ the resery,"” she where where I cowld work for you as |
callerd lT.1. 'un:‘-wr__-r. lien ta her com- vou dieserve. Where love and ]1cm.=ﬂlyf
nanion, *“You wil h:n"r* AN Apportunity | and  werk ares not bound | round by |
now.  Here {5 Ap) Fenwiok 1|lJ|1:.=€!If,"il],959 hetstly conventlonalities! where
He frowned and let Lier hand fall BE | they reckon A man for what ha {s and
a tall, upstanding voune fellow, with| qaes, and not Iy the miserabla Handls
fate, fronk handsome  fentupes, CRMA | 1o Wis nome, |
hurrvineg up. He took Qlive's hand,| And then came lover's talk, lack
witl a bright Amile, and gave her com-| tald his great news, which wak what
manton o eurt, unfriendly pod,

Olive anticipated—that tho engagement
wias sanctioned,
ring and plaged

ught vou were hiding (rom me,
he aald, with a smile
: WihE

He brought out the
it on her flngar, and

LEb) . detalning we, | for a long time the world wae I'm‘gub;
cAhe added, VIR ol gen v themboth in that wondrous har- !
1 In her volce.

mony of young love which no man or
wonian hes ever yet understood or van
aver recall without oo thrlll ‘of- gmo-
tion,

Then together they went to tell dr,
| Parmenter the

no lack of courage, and
1allenge nGtantly. *1 was
Parmernter, Mr, Fenwick,
1 mother say in g I
only 1o he (o

id

Ak fave on her father's neck, |
“You cannot deny what I have'rala,”

And ‘thus It was settled that they |

. news.  And  when
e oo hecyage | heard 00 he hrodght a deeper tint to
Hrners millonst Olve's vheekp and delighted dask when
Sturteq It he A heen | witnh 8 emile; kel declaved, 'Th I8
“le thls fellow trving to part oanly ene thing now. 1 ehall eop 14
only on one condition—that (Wh mar-
for ‘himself, 1 riage take place within a month"
o honar e with Olive cried out. jn dismayed protesi; |
! she  rtefupsd ) butl he would take no | refusal
to know tha truth | mmonth a1 ihe o ar  neve
feell M the! threatened laughingly, and Jack.
toorepeat |t inpgoined Jn wrglng hers  Ollve at ;
i you ke laway, declaging inflaming pro- |
L that it wan jmpossible; bt turned
angrily, | again, snil with hier h Loin hen eyes |
checked | o ked at herdover todded her |
rroutit i he :emant; and then buried hep|

Lady Belhorough, dazzled by her rm!
puted millions and fascipated by the
promise of the fortune which she do-

clared she eould maks for the castla
people, hod influenced her husband o
hald consent to the marrisgs with

and had done her utmost to in-|
her spn to proposs to the widow. |
Jack's determination hLiad bedaten

BHut
hev: and ot Jength she had been com-!

pelled to yleld,  And it was when
heard of this that Merridew had
solved on his proposal, ¥

Hejeoted though he was, hie bhelleved

he |
I'e-|

that he had pevertheless succeeded,
hls : of  what TLady 'Bel-
bar ald, Inoinflieting a wouna

in de which would rar
v hiim el an blslater sohe
turnad to hieg hotel and wr
to Clive Inwhileh he apolog
fusruensss, relierated his lpyve

and desipe 1o gerve her, and ropeatod
the stetement agelnst the mistrens of
| the cdbtle

That dong, he had gone off 10 Lon-|

sdon e put dn ooperation the other ‘and

menng by which he intended
hils ohigct,  Te hed strong
ds was fust the man to play
e hoddly,

His flrst step on  the
moriing wag g cable o New
L Barhel Merridew, 3o,
(ifth Strast, New

following |
York,
21 West

0

T

Thiy
put)

4

York Citv. 3
rrlage plan feiled.  Compulsion tho| When the visitor entered, he tound]

the Impulsive lover; propased, and was
vejected. I am going lo try the other
move now, and lave cabled te my
mother to coma over at once and bolds
Iy elalm her positlon,”

“Toald ald T oeonld with (he hoy. He
5 a nlee boy, Glihert; byt dreadfully |
In love with Yhat gir). All my glanceal
and oglings and sighs wera wasted an|
him,  He simply wouldn't geve me a
thought," |

“Ehe's in omueh the same rtate; and,
hut for one stroke, the thna spent down
theve would have Dbeen all wasted, T/
Eol on the right side of the old man|
nne day, end when we ware talking|
aboul somae of his American invest-|

- ments, I found oul where he kept his|

Wil Of course, I made sure of that,!

|
YWD that do oany good?! |
“We  =hall sen when my  mother |

comes. Meanwhila, we
that young bantam,

"We shall mann
with a - =2mile,
Morelgn Oflie
rallant. uss

must deal with
Tenwick.!! |
that! sha replied, |
116 position at the|
can he turned tol ex-|
thy same time., 1 am.
glad you arrivad this morning. Tha,
Baron 1& to coll—' b
he apolke, o servant entered and
el that Baron Felskov desired |
tn &7 Taunton. She told the man
o hving him ap. |
“You can remuin bhehind the screen:
thern, Gilbert, Mo hod hetlér pot see
Yo :

I millions then!

Mrs, Taunton writing buelly at & table,
She rose and oftered him' hor hand. Ha
affected not to see 1t, however, and
morely bowed. ¥

"SWe are alons, madame?' he asked.

“Assuredly Baron.”

“Then I will not waste your tlma,
but get at once (o Buslness, You have
had the communication from my chlaf
and are willng to accept the—tha com-
misglonsto which it reters?’

“I am cartain of being abls 1o auc-
ceed in |t otharwlse I should not have
troubled vou to maoka this visit, I have
a young frlend in the Foralgn Office
who will dot\anything—ot couras, for
payment.'

*The document of which we must
have elthor the origlnal or a copy s
a secrot-treaty botwesan the Britleh gove
ernment and Perala, which gravely at-
facts the Interests of our government.
Can you get ft2"

Mras, Taunton affacted to think. "Yes;
but It will take a llttle time and wil)

be expensive. Buch a thing wlll be
clogely guarded.” 3
“It’ will hé wprth ten thousand

pounds to us, madame,'’ aspld tha Rus-
slan dellberately,

Mre. Taunton shook her pratty haad
and smiled. "It will cost ms twice
that sum te obtaln {t, Baron, And I
must have at least tive thousand pounds
in mdvance. 'There ara many people to
ba pald.”

- He shrugged hls shouldera and lifted
his hands. "It Is toe much.” .

She ross wt once, “Good morning then,
I do not attempt the impessibla, Barén."

“You are hasty, madame. It shal] be
a8 you wish."

Mia Taunton resumed hera meat, and
In & few minutes tha rest of the mat-
ter was concluded, and tho Baron took
his leave,

“You are splendld!” exclaimed Merrl-

dew, 88 he came out from his place!
of concealment. "But hew will you do
1Ly Sghits ;

‘Mr. Fenwlck, of course! she an-|
swerad lightly. “My voung friend in the|
Forelgn Offlce”

“I don't see—" he began, when ghe
interrupted him with a laugh,

“I love to puzzle you, Gilbert, I don't
seo all the way yat, of coursa; hut 1
learned enough st-Belborough of Mr. |

‘Fenwick's poeltion at the Forelgn Of-

fice to know that he s one of the anly
men thers who could maka auch a
coup. ‘He {s one of the Minlster'a sac.
retaries And has Lils ahsoluts confl-

(denca.’’ i

“But he would nevar be a party to
auch & thing, 'Bitha!" cried Merridaw,

“It s at l2ast certain that ha would
be ruined If he were suspected of It.
And do vou not desira hia ruin? Would|
not that be worth as much'to usas thia
Russian's =ecret service money? Isn't
he in your way with the Parmentar
girl? And am 1 not ‘dledame Honcourt,'
the head of our'little band, whase wits
hefore now have found the means of
dolng even mare dlfficult things? Hava
patlence; Gilbert, and give me Eomo
credit’ j

“You are wonderful, T repeat: but for
tha life of me I cunnot sea how you
are golng to do thia."

Shs  enjoyed hls  perplexity and
laughed gayly as she grgoothed hack
her falr hajr. 8he hagd beautiful hale
and a rclear, sofr:. complexion, with
gharp, clear-cut features ' and large,
dark eyes full of changing axprensian.!

“Listén. Wea start with much more |
in our favor than usual, We hava to
get a certain document from a certaln
office, Wa know of some ona whao
knows whers the document would ba
secreted.. Although the boy refused to
love me, wa are yaot excellent friende,
&end (¢ will te the easicst Lhing In the
world to find out from him preclsely
where the document s hidden. Is noi

that a great deal?" she-.asked, looking
up with a confldent expression.

‘for'the mistress ‘of the castlo

thle young jackanapes must bo Sro-
ventad from marrying thot girl o\ |t
may ba too ldte," e
caiAh, that's my part, and I shall' ot
a |
“But how? How?' he cried with nln-
other frown of perplexity. |
She laughed esftly, ‘and then puttt\g
her arms round hls geck looked up wilh
tha light of passlon in her eyes, “Wilh
such an end to galn do you think Iceh
fall? I swear to you, my déarest, thagt
his tuin |5 as certaln ae the 1ove T barp
you. This, my pledge on it,” and drawe
Ing his face down sha klsged him an
ths lips, aenil
She spokn ag eatnsstly as  tlhough
hers was a pledgs of purest love I-
&lead of one of cowarflly, treacherois
dishonor, threatening ruin and disgraia
to an innoeent man and life-lom
misery to a pure; sweat zirl |

CHAPTER IIL |
“The Marrlaga Must be Hustened:
“My Dear Mlss Parmenter,—Will ye
let me wrlta to exprass to vou ny
Intenss regret that I should have a.
lowed myselt to ba carried to such a
excees {n my Interview with you to-day
as to have detained you by fores, |
am, however, & man of emotional im-
pulees; and to-day my feellngs for you
Ewapt me bevond all conirol, I sarnsst-
ly beg your forgiveness, ayen whih I
fesl I have but made my cause rors
than hopalesa. But 1 shall never ciasa
to love you. That love has becons a
part of my life. I will trouble yal no
more, however, unless, Fate s]muldlpl‘rer
me an opportunity of serving vou
“Meanwhlie I am compelled in lonor
to repeat whet I mald 1o ¥ou :q'ater-
day-—that Lady Belborough bLag enly
declared that anly the fact of yolr ha-
Ing the helress Lo your father'| vast
fortune could induce her t4 recsiv you
into her family. I make 1o chaga of
the Bort agalnst her son, Mr. Fe ek
I helleve him to ba on honotable man-
Iy nian; but werd fortune torobiou of
¥our weelth, you wolld £ind the bath
Lard and Lady Belborough woudd for-
bid him to make you his wife. |
“I Bay this in all earnestnes ng your
frisnd, {
“Your in sincerelty, |
"GILEEHT BERRIEwW. "
Olive recelved this  letlerbn the
morning ofter her birthday: angt pro-
duced some 'of the effect uporwhich
the writer had calculated. Shiknew
that Lady Belborough dld nnt l.? her,
44 on
more than ons occasion made héfes].
ings unmistakably plain,
Tha truth was that she was arareg
by.the influence which Silverbecéjag
galped In the village of Belbérougand
the dlstrict round; she envied Its pn.
er's immense wealth; and was intealy
jealous of Ollve's perzonal pnpul{m
Lord Belbhorough's income wiaso
Emall, owing fo the heavy mort tes
O the eglates, 'ihat’it was only %4
the'’iharrowest  £hefse-paring mank.
mant tho castls was Kept going acl),

t This was well known all over the cq-

try; and his wife's endeavars to cond)
the fact under the cloak of EXaggera]
paomp and dignity, were recognized g
rldiculed. Moreover, as ghe herself W
of no family—Lord Belbordugh have
married her in his teens when shs w
on the stage—her Insolently patronizi
alre had 'made her intensely dislike

But, until Mr. Parmenter's arrival |
Sllverbeech, the castle influence h
besn undisputed; and then the nhan*
had come, gradually but sursly. |

There had bean no display, no ostar
tatlon, no squandering of  monay fﬁ
the ¥ake of persopal advertisement. By
no appeal for any worthy cause eve
passed unheeded, wheather large Sl
emall.. The church needed restoring
Mr. Parmenter found all the mone
New schools, a village library, o war
man's jnstitute wers wanted; Mr. Par

“We know Lhere i plenty of money | menter's checques paid the bullders,
in the Bank of England, but that {s not| hard winter tried the rural population
the same thing as belng ahle to Eet|

it was the doubtful reply,
It Iz & good thing for you that

and at Sliverbesch was startsd an ex
tensive plan for the rebullding of ever}l
rotten, tumbledown cottage in the dis<

I am &t hand to prompt you In many | triet, glving work and WAEEE to) alll

things or you would make oceans of)

mistekes, Gllbert.
in me?'

He bent forward and kissed
“That is my answer, 'Bitha"

Are you losing falth

her,

“I love Lo have you call me that. No|

one else could make such an egregious
name ap Tabithia eo charming, How-
ever that glrl ean have preferred even
such o good fellow as young Fenwiels
tn my Gllbert baffles ma, But you do
seem o think me- stupld, all the same,"

“But what will you da?' ha asked
again,

Bhe set her head on one ¢ide as ehe
lopked at him  and  emiled.

telling ¥ou. But I shall get some of
my frlends to arrange for me to Ees
this wonderful IForelgn Offlce and spy
out the scens of operations. Then I
shall be abla to tell you, of any one
else, exactly where you would have to
g0, and what you waiuld have to do to
get the document; and then—why, then

"In tho| cerned; and Lady Belborough, stron
firet place I wlill punish you by not|

[ ehall get It. And that's all, except
that we shall alsc get the money,
which, hy the way, I am not the only
ane to need!

A frown guthered on Marridew's hrow
as she pald this, but It passed and ha
Jaughed, "I know you'll do it all right,
'Bitha.  You can tel] me the rest whan
you please.’

"That will be when I know it mygelf,
gonore,' she cried, stroking his forehead
and then klesing it
as-'1 love to have you here, vou must
not come agaln  until  this thing is

fixed. The Balboroughs and the Par-

mentere, and aboye all, that simplaton,
Juck Penwlek, must never guess that

“And now, dearly |

vou and T are—wall, what we ATE—=
friends.!' . 7 :
“Gply friends, 'Bitha®! |
Hah, my dear, |f they ecauld only

Itnow how T love you!" And she threw

lerself into his arms. "It must bhe
good-by  for & time, Gilbept!
wherver we meet nexe tme (it
not Ye here. 8o kiss mg and make

much of ma while wea have the chance.'”
Y1t we were only  rleh enough ta
marry, 'Bithal' he exclalmed,
Make lhpgte and get the Parmenter

Y1 ahdll get them surely enough; but

|

and | say that the master of Silverbe
must had a falnting fil, and was {11

i

| side

lre.u‘l In the hasty glance she calgy

who asked for them, :
As a result, the wholse countryside

lopked ta Sllverbeech for tha lead n|

all movements; and Tady Relborough
resented the transfer of alleglance as
bitterly as if it had been a wiltul per-
sonal insult,

|
Latterly, Olive, claver, clear-headed,

shrewd-witted girl that she was, had
taken clarge of these matters, greatly
to Mr. Parmenter's delight; amd on
more than one occasion she and the
mistres of the castle had come Ip|lcon-
flict, In ona {nstance, a movement
affecting the whole county was con-
in
her beliet thot all would follow her,
made made It a trial of strength|ba-
tween tha two Interests, Ollve had
quietly wut firmly leld her gromd;
and tho county had slded with _|en,
Lady Bsalborough had naver torgteu
what she regarded as a humllfatio}

Then had coma the unwelooma nive
of Jack's love affair; and hig motep
had dona her utmost to prevent the
gagement, But he had shown
and, having his father on his &side,
won his way,

Mive knew, therefors, thai
Merridew had eald was likely enoflh
to be true; and the wordg rankled.
she was gure of her lover, Whena
had first asgked her to marry him, tha
had been np more thought of moneln
his mind thap thers had been |
knowledge of his rank in hers
loved each other; and desplts
mether's hostility, Olive had set al
Lhe task of preparing for her.yed It
with g heart that would haveay en.
tiysly Ught and glad, but [opl eop.
dition of her tather's health, |

And a day or two after thlmat
engagemsant an ipcident oceup vhich
ceused her the gravest concarn thia
account, . |

A servanl came hurry

ing ta'n‘. Lo

8 had

1 Hen.
ing to the library, Ehe found hi Ing

on & colich; faint and i1], and g ng
hiard for breath. On the {loor elo Y
him lay o, telegram, whic ha

It)
~"Afterall thege years haye JuBst ‘e

*

k Y



